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(a) public and state safety security: or
(b) 'Public morality and decency
23. Working Language of Regional Courts

[. Amharic shall be the provisional working language of
the Regional Courts;

2. The Courts shall supply an interpreter to a party who
does not understand Amharic.

24. Defense Lawyers

1. Any person is entitled to call a defense lawyer.

2. The court shall provide a defense lawyer where a
person sentenced to a severe imprisonment of more
than five years is unable to afford a defense lawyer.

25. Withdrawal of Judges

I. No judge of the Regional Court shall sit in any case
where:

(a) he is related to one of the parties or the advocate
thereof by consanguinity or by affinity;

(b) the dispute relates to a case in which one of the
parties is a person for whom he acted as tutor, legal
representative or advocte;

(c) he has previously acted in some capacity in
connection with the case or the subject matter of
the dispute;

(d) he has a case pending in court with one of the
parties or the advocate there of; and

(e) there are sufficient reasons, other than those
specified under sub-Article (1) (a) to (d) hereof, to
conclude that injustice may be done

2. The judge concerned shall withdraw as soon as he isa
ware that he should not sit, in accordance with sub-
Article (1) hereof, and shall be replaced by another
judge.

26. Application for Removal of a Judge

1. Where a party to a case is of the opinion that ajudge(
should not sit for one of the reasons specified in
Article 25 hereof, he shall submit a written application
to the court requesting that the judge be removed.

2. The application shall be made before the trial opens or
soon after the party becomes aware of the reason for
making such an application.

3. Where the judge is sitting alone, he shall, after
considering the application, either withdraw or refer
the matter for decision to another division of the same
court or, where there is no other division, to the court
in which appeal lies from the decision of his court.

4. Where the judge is sitting 'with other judges, he shall
withdraw and the remaining. judge shall hear the
aplication and give a decision thereon.

5. Adecision given under sub-Articles (3) and (4) hereof
shall be final and subject to no appeal.

6. A judge shall forthwith comply with a decision given
accordingly.

27 Costs of Application

The costs of application under Article 26 hereof shall

form part of the costs in the case. Where the application is

dismissed, however, the costs shall be borne by the
- applicant irrespective of the outcome of the case.
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31.

to prior ruling as to the existence of fundamental error
of law qualifying for cassation, by a division wherein
three judges of the Regional Supreme Court sit.

2. The applicant for a hearing in cassation, shall state the <

resons for alleging the decision to contain a fundamen-
tal error of law.

3. The applicant shall together with his application
submit a copy of the decision protested and of the
decisions of lower courts. :

4. An application for a hearing in cassation shallbe made
to the Federal Supreme Court within 90 days from the
date on which the final decision protested is rendered.

PART SEVEN
The Plenum of the Regional Supreme Court

Plenum of the Regional Supreme Court
The Regional Supreme Court shall have a plenum of the
Regional Supreme Court (herein after ""the Plenum."’)

Members of the Plenum

1. The members of the Plenum shall be the president,
vice-president as well as judges of the Regional
Supreme Courts and presidents of the High Court and
woreda courts: :

2. The head of the region’s office of justice and attorney
general shall participate without, however, having a
right to vote.

3. Judges not referred to under sub-Article (1) hereof and

g fhan CFTMhT 020 M1 LC DAL £9°0 representatives of appropriate government offices,
faomT @A)t 48T Lo BAT4A = ; associations, organizations, or other individuals may
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32.

however, having the right to vote.

Power and Duties of the Plenum

The Plenum shall have the following powers and duties.

1. to deliberate on problems encuntered in the adminis-
tration of justice and work out remedies thereto:

2. to examine and approve directives and decisions that
help improve the judicial practices of Regional
Courts;

3. to submit proposals to the Region’s House of the
People for the enactment of new laws or the amen-
dement of existing ones;

4. to perform such other functions as help to make the
]udlcmry efficient and strong; and

5. to issue regulations necessary for the proper carrying
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1. The President of the Regional Supreme Court shall be
the chairman of the Plenum.

2. The Plenum shall designate its own Secretary.

3. The Plenum shall convence once a year; additional
meetings may be called as necessary. :
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4. Two-thirds of members of the Plenum shall cons-
titute* a quorum. Decisions shall be adopted by a
majority vote; in case ol a lie; the chairman shall
have a casting vote.

PART EIGHT .
Miscellaneous Provisions

34. Inapplicable laws
Any law inconsistent or dealing with matters provided
for under this Proclamation shall be inapplicable

35. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall come into force as of the 16" day
of February, 1998.

Semera, 16™ February, 1998
Ismail Ali Sero
President, Afar National
Regional State.

ACTIG AN “T11 8 LCET
BERHANENA SELAM PRINTING ENTERPRISE
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Proclamation No.,4/1998
~Afar National Regional State’s Judicial
Administration Commission Establishment
Proclamation -
WHEREAS, an independent judiciary is established under
the constitution of the Afar National Regional State;
WHEREAS, one, and the major, of the fundamental factors

that hlep to realize the constitutionally guaranteed independence

of the judiciary is to have judicial administration directed in a
way free from influence of Government organs or officialdom;

NOW THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 47 (2.2) of
the constitution of the Afar National Regional State, it is hereby
proclaimed as follows:

I. Short Title

This Proclamation may be c1ted as the ‘‘Afar National

Regional 'State Judicial Admlmstratlon Commission Es-

tablishment Proclamation’’

Definitions :

In this Proclamation: :

1) “Breach of discipline’” means a breach as specified in
the Disciplinary and Code of Conduct: Rules and
includes a judge who is found guilty of an offense he is

“charged with, yields to bribes and go-betweens, prac-
tices favoritism on account of race, religion, sex and
political outlook or frustrates parties to a case broughl
before him;

L

T-.')d"f' 21Lm './.'ﬂ"k” ]
Negarit G.P.O.-Box 40
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ﬂ'f T 0P PHAT PR YIC AU PULLRYIT ORI training and experience which the profession requires
1 ‘J"'-.’-"““? LIL 1AL NCHC $7.0¢- H9°F Lelng° L. A n, or who unduly delays the disposal of cases;
b e gz L LY APE: e ool 87 Y | - 3) *“‘Judge’ means a judge appointed on the basis ol this
L8 “PRC O TIAT CREC N bP NAA aIURT NG S
| L e : Nehud- G 4) *‘Council” means the Council of the Afar National
| 0t yo- = Regional State;
= “ﬁﬂ,.n a-m;, PHLTE Q@ @L9° (1h7) OO oo T 5) ‘‘Person’’ means a human person or a body hdvmg a
‘ ? I"nmw ?\hA S = .. legal personallty * ; '
\ g ;. : : ‘ ‘3. Establishment of the Judicial Administration
i i f"‘; hl’l t -‘H’C 10k aoRLg° } Commission
ﬂ ‘ thA oY PR ANFALC Tah(hILY  1AA - The Regional State’s Judicial Administration Commis-
F “ran? Re A f"?m{) MLy APE FRETA = sion (herein after referred to as ‘‘the commission™) is
\
|

4.  Members of the Commision
"h‘m M1 Pl WIPR 65(1) @wit 0o 1) Pursuant to Article 65 (1) of the Constitution of the
| -foLh A~ 'l hOAT B54 A = Regional State, the commission shall have the
& - U) EMPAL G0 T LILEHT | : (fc;llomml% me(rjnbetl‘sf AL o
: _ a) - the President of the Supreme Cour
| T ) {’m('l’t‘\,ﬁ (h/ﬂ'-i NI AT ‘ ¥ (b) ajudge of the Supreme Court.
P ‘h) m',?, h'_i:" & ,"c’e' VAT 00T ST (c) two judges from the zonal high courts .
=' a) N N$T “TVNC AL +one (d) arepresentative of a bar association
i ) nnAA- 9°NC 0L AN Hohe-T 1 (e) three representatives of the Regional Council
| )hl'ﬁ'ﬂ"- ?’Hi& l'l."l'ﬂ heket Ada APT ) ;};zelztypersons from different sections: of the
i n) fhh“ SIUE 020 M 0.C AL ~ (g) the head of the regtoml office of justice and
| (l) ?hl\h TAN TRy |- attorney-general
.p) ANAA- 99775 D289 OhT 8T (h) the regional police commissioner
(i) three judges from the region’s woredas
| e ll'lLu 10k, ANAT QALY I BT hav gl e.q'-f,-,.]- 2) Judges to become members of the commission shall
| - d o PLIOT5F oo “,,.”, 29 LUSA be selected on the basis of their seniority.
| 5. Commission’s Leadership Procedure
p & CTOND: Rl 1) The President of the State’s supreme Court shall be
B ?hﬂ\ﬁ‘ MmPAL fr-L.i' ll.'l TLHILAFT C1-0ho- ANAN, . the chairman of the commission. However, the vice-
f,qu‘\ rege ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ N80T LIL emPAL GCL: president shall act as chairman in the absence of the
resident.
9“/ VLAY 7 ?(’I'ﬂflll e Thi L 2] [I)'he Commission shall elect a secretary from among
e !-‘lh,m ?{ 07 xdu:. NANA-l: e LaoCMA = its members.
% £1-Nh@- MG A10( 6.  Powers and Duties of the Commission
20RO LY 05 CFNAGT 2AMES e ’Lll'he Commission shall have the fol[owmg power\ and
(5 ik ] ; ; uties:
gr.;s.;J-{:\ A 2 e e T 2 1) to select those who qualify for judgeship inaccor-
& -0 KOAT RFmbov: P aohhA (LY APE: dance with Article 9 of this Proclamation from among
RIPA i eewl T ASTYYT AR QU del ST candidates nominated by members of the commis-
e L 2 A he Discipl d Code of Conduct Rul
: T RS SR L EAE A - ) to issue the Disciplinary and Code of Conduct Rules
EHAN ST RNt AL R HIARG MORT §TTas for the judges, registrags and defense lawyers of the
(017 €% 9°0CS i’-‘- NTAT 23 Pomp = Regional State;
i ?ht’m ST R0 N htlh"!’ﬂ"m'ﬂ LONG A 3) to decide the placement. transfer, allowance and
i NSET AL PLOTAT DAL Pao A RILANN: U5 " salgry of the Sf}ale’s.judf..!ﬂS(:i BN
: ' to determine fines imposed on judges for breach o
h"" "” 120 18: N340 ?anmn'} : discipline, and to I1?emm'e or suspend judges
i b Q-{l 14035 1FhAng m0$T aoCm LEUIA e - ' whenever necessary, -
T ! < N LG L.aranfT m«'}f PRININ1 llao 5) o select and appoint registrars and defensc lawvus
Ll [& mn A CONTAY RC 9“o CmnSe L ) ekl determine their promotion, transfer. salary and

term of duty, and to remove them from office and to

"‘l;-”-]', s ; AT
sinaa take pertinent disciplinary measures;

T LUTE WP AYTNAAYT OOA NIEANLALY )T 6) (o establish sub-commissions in zonal courts,
AN GCL LA F0-0 1092 TF LRECIN 22 ANTT whenever necessary, to assist the implementation of
FN D39 LDAGA = this proclamation and to determine their powers and

N Sk : o duties; and
ZoReNeN. g AGY LA MG QOY 2 e P RLe 5 i . . P
7 5 ,"’ S e e TRET KRGt 7) to promote research and studies aimed at facilitating:

LRCON = e ; gt efficiency of judicial work.
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7. Meetings of the Commission

10.

11.

The Commission shall hold a regular meeting once in
a month; however, it may hold a meeting at any time
where found necessary or where this is requested by a
two-thirds majority of its members. :

There shall be a quorum. where a majority of the
.members of the commission are present.

'Dcc1510ns of lhe ‘Commission shall be passed by a
majority vote; incase of a tie, howcver the chalrman
shall have a casting vote.

A judge who is a member of thé Commission, and
against whom disciplinary proceedings are instituted;

" may not sit in meetings of the'commission while his
cdse is under investigation.

The - Commission may:draw- up its; own rules of
procedure. :

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

8. Powrs and Duties of the Chairman

The Chairman shall have the following powers and duties:
1) to direct, as the superior authority, and supervise the
secretariat of the commission; -

to convene the meetings of the Commission;

to preside over the meetings of the Commission;

to prepare and present to the Commission the profile
of candidate - judges nominated, in accordance with
Article 6(1) of this Proclamation; and to present to the
President of the Regional State candidate - judges
selected by the Commission. '

2)
3)
4)

9. Criteria of Election for Judgeship

1) any person who:

(a) has legal training or acquired adequate legal skills
through experience;

has a good reputation for his dlhgence sense of
justice and good conduct;

has no mental problems;

is an Ethiopian and, if possible, who speaks the
language of the regional state;

consents to assuming judgeship; and

is not under 21 years of age may be appointed as a
judge.

(b)

(c)
(d)

(e)
)]

Appointment of Judges
Regional Judges shall be appointed in accordance with
* Atrticle 64 of the Constitution of the State.

Oath

Judges shall take the following oath prior to assuming

their duties:
[,——————, upon my appointment and assump-
tion of duty as judge of———— court, on this day
of————, pledge to discharge with dedication
the heavy responsibility entrusted tome.

. Judicial Independence

1) Judges shall discharge their duties with freedom.
They are guided only by law.
Judges shall not be removed from their positions
unless as provided for in Article 13 and 14 of this
Proclamation.
No judge shall be detained unless caught flagrante
delicto

2)

3)
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13. Termination of Tenure e L

1. The tenure. of any judge may be termmated only on
the foIIOng grounds
(@) upon resignation, subject to a two-month prior

notice;
(b) by retirement where he has attained the age of 60
(c) where it is decided that he is incapable of
properly discharging his duties due to illness.
“(d) where he has committed a breacr of discipline;
(e)  ‘where it is decided by the commission that he is
- of manifest incompetence and inefficiency; -

2) The retirement of any judge may not be . extended

beyond the age determined by law.
14. Lodging of Complaints

1) Any person may lodge a complaint with the Commis-
sion against a judge having transgressed what is
provided for under Article 13 herein..

2) The Commission shall, after exammmg the com-
plaint, pass the appropriate decisions; however, the
decision is implemented within one month of its
submission to the Regional Council subject to its
approval by a majority vote.

15. Repeal _
" All laws, directives or decisions contraven{ng the
provisions- of-this- proclamation are hereby repealed
16. Effective Date '
This Proclamation shall come into force as of 16" day of
February, 1998. :
Semera 16™ 1998
. Ismail-Ali Sero
President,; Afar National Regional State

ACYIS NAF® 91+ LCEA
BERHANENA SELAM PRINTING ENTEROPRISE
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A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE
DEFINITION OF POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE
EXECUTIVE ORGANS OF THE AFAR NATIONAL
REGIONAL STATE PROCLAMATION
NO: 6/1999

In accordance with Article 52 (2) (b) of the Constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia:and article 47 (2) (2) of
the Constitution fo the Afar National Regional Government, the -
following -Sectoral Bureaus (Executive Organs) are hereby es-
tnblished;

1) -Plan and Economic Development Bureau

2) Finance Bureau,

3) Agriculture Bureau,

4) Urban Development, Mining and Energy Bureau,
5) Eduction and Culture Bureau,

6) Health Bureau

7) Trade, Industry and Transport Bureau,

8) Disaster Prevention and Labour and Souai Attmrs Bureau,
9) Civil Service Bureau, =
10) Audit Bureau,
11)  Water Resources Development Bureau,
12) Justice Bureau,
13) Physical Training and Sport Commission

Common Power and Duties of Bureaus
Each Bureau Shall:

924 DL 2oy LA
Negarit G.P.O.Box 80,001
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in its field of activity: _
(a) prepares and implements plans and budget;

D)

(b). issues and ensures the implementatives of laws,

regulations and directives; :

(¢) undertakes in studies and research . activities;
collect and organizes statistical data and, forwards
the 'same to the concerned Federal and Regional
Executive Organs

(d)  enters into contracts in accordance w1th the law.

perform the duties spemfled under these Proclamations

- and those given to it in other laws.

submit periodic activity reports to. the Reglonal Ex-
ecutive. Committee and to concemed Federal Govern-
ment Executive Organs.

where necessary delegate .at all levels delegale its
responsibilities with the view to 1mplement1ng the
powers and duties assigned under these Proclamations.

2).

3)

4)

Article. |  Powers and Duties of the Afar National Regional
Government Plan and Econom;c Development

Bureau

The Regional Plan and Economic Development Bureau
shall have the following powers and duties:

prepare, based on the country’s developmental strategy

and the general policy, a long-, medium and short-term
program of development to be undertaken by The

Regional Goverhment; and implement the same upon

approval;

plan, coordiante, implement and control continuously,
giving special emphasis to establishing a sustainable and -
stable settled life by avoiding the disperesed and
nomadic life style of the Afar people. _

cause and supervise, in cooperation with the concerned

Regional Government bodies the research and

* . preparation of projects to be implemented by the Region
that are reflected in the long, medlum and shorl term
plan;

‘prepare consolidated development program and Lapltal
budget after analyzing the annual development plans and -
the necessary capital budget.requests of the Regional
Government bodies; and transfers the same to the
Regional Finance Bureau so that it could be added to the
annual general plan; and upon approval, it shall follow up
the implementation of the same. :
prepare pursuant to the country’s economic policy an
indicative programe that supports the promotion of the
private economic sector in the region;
undertake in economic study and research with regard to
the Region’s specialization of production and the unique
developmental potentials that help in the preparation of
the Regional long, medium-and short- term devclopmen—
tal program; :
elaborate in'a manner appropriate to the performance of
the Region, the directives on the performance and
submission of plans presented- by the Ministry of
Economic Development and Cooperation; ensure the
distribution of the same in due time to the bodies of the
Regional Administration. ‘
collect and organize information on the Region’s naturdl !
resources, population, the distribution and utility of
science and technology; and transfer the same to the
concerned bodies;
cause the carrying out of activities of surveymg mapping
and geographical study necessary for the Reglonal
Development program; :

2)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)
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2)

3)
8
5)
6)

7

8)
9)

10)
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submit a periodic report on job implementation to the
Regional Executive committee and the Ministry of
economic Development and Cooperation;
Article 2) Powers and Duties of the Afar National
Regional government Finance Bureau
The Bureau shall have the following powers
and duties: : ‘
supervise whether the Regional administration bodies
are performing in accordance with government financial
policies, laws, regulations and directives;
submit to the Regional Executive Committee a general
fiscal plan after analyzing the regular budget requests of
the various Regional administration bodies and the
capital budget forecasts presented by the Plan and
Economic Development Bureau; ;
-ensure the legitimacy of taxes levied on all forms of
incomes; the collection in due time of the same and; the

- proper accounting thereof;

establish the accounting system of the chlonal Govern—
ment; issue directives and follow the implementation of
the same;
negotiate and sign on behalf of the Regional Governemnt
the credits obtained from domestic banks by the Regional
Government, control the administration of the credits;
keep and safeguard the shares, negotiable and non-
negotiable instruments and other similar financial assest
of the Regional Government;
issue directives on the purchase, preservation and dis-
position of properties of the Regional public offices;
administer as superior public property which is not
dministered or utilized by other bodies of the Regional
Government; .
initiate resolutions after researching on the collection,
accounting and disposition of the finances of the Region,
consult with the Regional Council thereon; :
submit to the Regional Executive Committee a periodic
general declaration elaborating the financial per-
fromance; money utilization and administration of the

Regional Government;"prepare when approved by the

appropriate body, and submit where necessary, extra

budget in addition to the budget approprlatcd for the
fiscal year.

~Article 3. Powers and Duties of the Afar Nat.-ona[

Regional Government Agriculture B ureau..

The Regional Agriculture Bureau shall have the

following powers and dutie:

1) encourage the promotion of agricultural develop-
ment on the basis of the country’s Agriculture

. Development Policy; ensure the implementation of
~ land use and allocation ‘in accordance with the
“country’s Land Utilization Pohcy, -

2) provide agricultural extension service to the animal
breeders of the Region;

3) exert the necessary effort, in cooperation with the
appropriate bodies, to the provision of selected
animal varieties, agriculture inputs, agricultural
mechanization and credit facility services;

4) cause research and trainirig programms that facilitate
the agricultural developm\ant of the Region; promote
in cooperation with appropriate bodies, the enhan-
cement of rural tedhiology; :
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and wildlife resources of the region; control whether
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- 6) issues Ilcensc and supervise domestic contractors and
consultants competent to work at the Regional level;,
-7) perform research that aid in the preparation of master
plans for. cities; cause the preparation of detailed plans
._necessary for the implementation of master plans of cities;

and follow and control the execution thereof;

8) administer urban development houses found under the

_ownership of the Region; cause the mamtenanc,e and
repair of the same; :

9) cause the construction, rent and sale of rnednum houses

intended to alleviate the shortage of awellmg houses in

cities of the Region;

10) register housing cooperatives; provide encouragement
and assistance thereto;

11) follow and control with regard to budgetary
preparation and implementation™ program of urban
planning, allocation of labor force, administration and
revenue collection for municipal houses found in the
Region that are not awarded charters provide technical
assistance thereto; 3 '

12) research on the establishment condition of small

' power generating stations that work for the provision
of electrical power supply in the Regton cause
implementation of the same upon approval; issue
license of the generation and distribution of small-
scale electric power; and control the some thereof;

13) facilitate, in cooperation with appropriate bodies, the

_ provision of fuel and fuel products necessary for the
Region;

14) ensure, in cooperatlon w1th the approprlate bOdlES the
reserve of limited energy for the Region;

15) encourage traditional mining works; issue and control
construction and mining works license;

16) cooperate with the Ministry of Mining and Energy
with regard to the conservation of mining resources;
provide the necessary assistance for the mining and

- energy development activities undertakcn in the
Region;

17) perform its share of activity in the continuous work
undertaken, by eradicating the dispersed nomadic life
style in which the Afar people is found, to eventually
facilitate a stable and permanent living condition;

Article 5.
Powrs and Duties of the Afar National Regional State
-Education and Culture Bureau
The- Afar National Regional Government Education and
Culture Bureau shall have the following powers and duties;

1) prepare the Region’s education plan and program in
accordance with to the country’s Educatlon Policy; im-
plement the same upon approval;

2) cause the enhancement and promotion of culture, art and

~ creativity in the Region;

3) scheme the attainment of educational opportumtlcs in the
Region for all fit for learning; ensrue the provision of basic
education for all;

4) make possible the discovery, preservatlon, ‘maintenance,
repair and utilization of historical legacies found in the
Region pursuant to the directives issues by the Ministry of
Information and Culture; makes registration with elaborate
declaration of legacies and diminishing cultures;
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5% ensure whether the education quality in the Region is
~ in keeping with the standard set nationally;

'6) prepare the curriculum for the Region’s elementary

and junior high schools pursuant to the county’s

Education Policy and implement the same by taking

into account the Region’s environmental conditions;

7) ensure the fulfillement of standards which enable
teaching at all levels adequate; train teachers and
educational professmnals make - possible their
trainings; :

8) follow and execute examinations that are prepared at
the national level and given to the Region’s schools;
ensrue the adequacy of examinations and cer-
tificates; prepared and given at the Regional level;

9) provide assistance for the appmpnate keeping of

legacies found in the possession of any person,

association or religions organization or mstltutlon in
the Region;

10) ensure the adequacy of books and other educational

instruments necessary for learning;

11) cause the establishment and expansion of public
libraries, archives and museums in the Region;

12) organize and administer elementary and high

- schools and medium colleges established in the
- future by the Regional Government; -

13) issue license for schools to be established upto
secondary level by domestic organizations and
investors; control to ensure the quality standards;

14) cause the expansion of cinema and theater halls in
the Region;

I5) provide special assistance to -educational services
given for women, children and adults;

16) prepare projects aimed for the execution of the -

education programme; implement the same upon
approval;

17) cause the education programme Ot the Reglon to be
supported by mass media;

‘18) make researches that enable the betterment of

education activities; provide the necessary assistance
for researches undertaken at the national level;

19) cause the registration and safeguarding of the history

and culture, the study of languages and the enrich-
ment of the promotion of literature- of the Region,
facilitate  and promote the -situation whereby
~education in schools is provided in the Atar lan-
guage;
20) collect and organize educational information; trans-
fer the same to those concerned;

21) promote. various student services provided in the

schools of the Region;

22) coordinate the public.to enable the acquisition of

assistance necessary for educational works;

23) perform its share of activity with special emphasis,

by eradicating nomadic life in which the Afar

people is found, with continuous effort to establish
a permanent and stable way of life;

~ Article 6

‘The Powers and Duties of the Afr.'r Narronal Regmnal

Government Health Bureau

" The Health Bureau shall have the foilowmg powers and
“duties;
‘1) “prepare the plan and program in accordance with the

‘country’s Health Policy, to safeguard the health of
the people of the Region;
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~ 2)  ensure the respect in the Region of laws, regulations

and directives issued for the protection of public
health; prepare and implement. the - execution
guidelines pursuant to the regulations and directives
of the Central Government;

3) organize and administer hospitals, health centers,

clinics, research and training institutions estabhshed
in the Region;

4) 1ssue license to health centers, clinics, laboratones

- and” pharmacies established by domestic or-
ganizations and ‘investors; supervise their 'perfor-
marncé with regard to the standard‘; set at the national

i levels

5) * make effective cultural medicine whose" heahng
effect is certified to be administered together with
modern medical techniques;

6) ensure and supervise that the professionals involved
in public health service in the Region are qualified to
a certain standard; : it

7) cause the administration of vaccines and the taking
of other actions to protect and eradlcate contglous
diseases;

 8) undertake in quarantme cOntrol in pubhc health

protection;.

9) ensure the suitability of food to health;

10. prepare and' submit: periodic report on its. job ex-
ecution to the Reglonal Council and the Ministry of
Health;

Arlfcle 7

; Po wer zmd Duties of the Afar National Régf onal Govern-

ment Trade, Industry, Transport and Tounsm Bureau

Trade, Industry, Transport and  Tourism Bureau shall

have the following powers and duties:

[) dirct and supervise the trade activities in the Region
based on the country's Trades, Tourism;’ Industry
and Handicraft and Transport and Communication
Policy; encourage and' provide support for :the
promotion of transport anhd ' communication - ac-
tivities, provide the'necessary support for the enhan-

- cement of industrial and handicraft development;,

2) ensure the respect in the Region of laws, regulations
and directives issued to regulate trade activities and
tourism, and transport and communication services;

.3) register and cause, in cooperation with appropriate

legional Government bodies, the organization,
promotion and protection of the tounst attractlons of
~the Region;

4) notwithstanding the powers ‘given to other ap-
propriate bodies, cause the construction betterment .
and repair of the- transport and communication
services of the Regional Government;

5). 1ssue license to.domestic investors who undertake in
trade activities, industrial’ handicraftship public

- highways and “tourist services and to persons or
organization involved in freight transport; supervise
their compatibility with the fixed standards; _

6) register commercial public road transportation as-
sociations; approve the distribution program submit-
ted by the assocmuons supervise the execution of
the same;
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7) register the vehicles found within the Regional
Government make technical investigation thereon;

~ issue liscence,

8) facilitate the interactive development and the coor-

~ dinated and appropriate utilization of the various
transport and communication means in the Regional
Government;

9) . supervise the respect for the tarlff fixed by the
appropriate body on the distribution of basic goods
-and services in the Regional Government;

10. cause the preparation of exhibitions for the
promotion of the industrial, agricultural and other
products of the Régional Government; :

F1. submit to the Ministry of Trade and Industry
industrial project idea proposals for consideration
and implementation at the Regional level;

12. provide extension service for handicraft, petty-in-
dustries' and small- scale industries; cause the es-
tablishment in the Regional Government of vocation
upgrading training centers for 'pétty-i'ndustries.
~vehicle stations for public and commercial road
transportations as necessary;

13. issue license and supervise medium-‘and small -scale
industries. vehicle maintenance and repair garages
and peruses or organization who train auto-vehicle
driving; register  handicraft - professionals
cooperatives; ' ‘

14. encourage and provide support for the establish-
ments of traditional cooperatives in the Region;

15. encourage and provide support for chamber of

commerce and industry established in the Region;
16. collect and coordinate information related to the
development of trade, tourism, transport and com-
" ‘munication, industry and handicraft; transter the
' same to those concerned;
17. establish and administer the trade book of account of
the Region;

Article 8
Powers and Duties of the Afar National Regional
Government disaster Prevention Workers and Social
Aftairs Bureau

The Disaster Prevention and Workers and Social Affairs

Bureau shall have the following powers and duties:

I) cause the implementation of the country’s Workers
and Social Affairs Polices in the Region;

2) " cause, in cooperation with the appropriate bodies,
the implementation of policies and schemes desig-
ned to prevent disasters;

j 3) ensure the respect in the Region of laws, regulations

and directives issued concerning employers and
employees;

4) supervise the implementation of labour standards
and preventive methods issued to protect the safety
and health of workers;

5) . prepare, in timcs when disasters occur in the Region

~ a plan indicating in detail the extent of the catas-
trophe, the actions that should be taken and thu
assistance necessary thereof;
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i 6)

7
8)

9)

10.

11.

12)

13.

14.

15;

| 16.

1%

18.

19:

20.

2)

establish relations with aid organizations with regard to
the administration of aid acquisition in decordarice with_
directives issued by the Central Goveriitieiit: :
register and provide support for worker and emﬁibyer
unions established in the region; : _
ensure the receipt by the needy of aid ﬂlldcated to the
Region by the Disaster Prevention and Prepaiednet;s
Commission;
make the necessary etfort for the attaifinient of coin:
pletion pursuant to the procedure set by law of collective
agreement negotiations ; and dlSputeq reglster Lollentive
agreements; -
coordinate the preparanon and 1mplementat10n of de—-
velopment related process necessary for the execution of
aid programs;
research on the manpower and allocation of professmnals
distributed in the Region; ,
take actions that enable the reglstratlon of the unem-
ployed and vacancies and to accommodate the meeting
of vacancies and workers;
coordinate the activities of non- governmental aid or-
ganizations allocated in the Region by the Disaster
Prevention and Preparedness Commission; submit
reports to the Commission on thelr pertormam,e and
efficiency; '
collect and coordinate information on the manpowel and

job distribution, the safety and health ‘of workers and

other issues related to employers and workers in the
Region; transfer the same to those concerned;
take actions to empower the Region’s workers covered
by permanent pension and social security schemneés: to
exercise their rights to be beneficiaries;
make possible the implementation of pohcnes issued to
p:omote the involvement of women in political,
economic, social and cultural fields through the activity
of the publlc of the Region; ‘
make in cooperation with the apprOprlate bodies, the
necessary effort to establish methods in the Region for
the attainment by children and the youth of proper -
upbrmgmg '
prepare, in cooperation with the appropriate bodies;
programs that enable the rehabilitation of the aged and
the disabled found in the reglon Lduqe their 1mpl¢.men—
tation;
coordinate and provide the necessary assistance tor the
public of the Region on the eradication of the ailments of
social life;
implement polices issued for the protectlon of the safety
of the institutions of family and marriage;
: ‘Article 9
Po wers and Duties of the Afar National
Regional Government Cvil service Bureau

_ ' The Regional Civil Service Bureau shall have the
following powers and duties: :
I) supervise the implementation.of pollue‘; relnlled to

the administration of civil service workers and

manpower; .
allocate job areas found in the pubhc offices of the
Region pursuant to the directives on the allocation of job
areas issued by the _le Service Cominission;
cause the implementation of ‘the salary scale virious
types of allowances and other work consitions allowed
for the public employees related to the Reglohal Govern-
ment;
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4)

5)

implement and control the execution of the recruitment,
allocation, promotion, salary increment, transfer,
training and discipline of the public employees of the
Regional administration in - accordance with laws,
regulations and directives of public employees;

register in detail’ and keep the condition of the public
employees of the regional Government; organizes statis-

tical data; transfer the same for the Pubhc Employees

I

7
8)
9)

10)

Administration;

issue final decision on requests presented on the prolon-
gation of the employees of the Regional Government
beyond the age of retrirement; : :
issue final decisions on requests presented by the
dismissal on grounds of incompetence of the publu,
employees of the Regional Government;

issue ‘final decision pursuant to the law on appeals
forwarded by the, pubhc employees on the Regmnal
Government;

supervise the implementation by administrative othces
of the directives issued for 'the evaluation of public
employees;

supervise the implementation by the Regional offices of

#=-the directives issued on the recruitment of employees;

1)

12)

submit to the Civil Service Commission problems
encountered by public employees with regard to the
interpretation of federal laws, documents and direc-
tives;
" submit, in cooperation with concerned bodies, recom-
mendations after evaluating the organization and man-
" power utilization of the offices of the Administration;
ensure upon approval, the compatibility of the work and
the employee; ‘
Article 10
Powers and Duties of the Afar National
Regional Government Audit Bureau
The Audit Bureau which is accountable to the Regional

Council, shall have the following powers and duties to meet
its responsibilities;

D

2)

3)

4)

&)

6)
7)

8)

audit the accounts of the office of the Regional Council
and the offices, organizations and associations accoun-
table to the Region;

declare the results of the investigations undertaken to the
head of the office as the case may be; ;
seal books of accounts, documents and other blmllal"
information related to accounts on grounds. that lead to
the belief that a certain account has been kept in a
prejudlmal angl untrustworthy manner;

issue, renew oOr revoke the credentials of private auditors
and accountants' who have been ccrtlﬁed to work in: the
Region;

research, based on the evaluation of the contents of
investigations undertaken, on the causes (sources) of the
problem submit recommendation on solutions;

issue directives related to the procedures and standards
on the audltmg of accounts and property;

delegate, in cooperation with the concerned bndles
powers to the Internal Audit where found necessary;
render recommendations to the Finance Bureau on_the
regulations prepared by the Financial Bureau on the
utilization of funds and accounts and the necessary

-consultation on the efficiency of the a(,countlng profes-
_sion;
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14) undenake works. of codification and consolidation of
laws; deposnt the laws of the Reg:on and consohdate the
"same where necessary;

_ Article 13
Powers and duties of the Afar National
Regional Government Physical Trammg
and Sport Commission
The Physical Training and Sport Commlssmn of the

Region shall have the following powers and duties:

1) - promote physical training and sports in the Region on the

basis of the country’s Sport Plicy;

2) issue licence to sport associations:established in the

Region; coordinate and supervise their programs;

3) host Regional sport competitions;

4) ensure the appropriate treatment and training of members

of Regional sport teams;

5) arbitrate the dispute arising in relation to the regional

sport competitions among sport association;

6) facilitate, incorporation with the appropriate bodies, the

purchase. or import of athletic outfits and instruments
domestically or from abroad;

7) cause the promotion, Betterment and development of the
Regional cultural activities;

8) audit the accounts of the Regional sport associations to
ensure that their incomes have been dedicated to their
purposes;

9) prepare sport centers to be used at the Regional and
national levels;

10) organize athletic medical works in cooperation with the

Regional Health Bureau;
This Proclamation shall be effective as of the date of its
publication in the Negarit Gazettee.

 ISMAIEL ALI SIERRO
PRESIDENT OF THE AFAR
NATIONAL REGIONAL STATE
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EFFECT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE AFAR
NATIONAL REGIONAL STATE

1. Short Title: '
This proclamation may bc cited as the “Constitution of the
Afar National Regional State Proclamation No.1/1998

2. Coming into effect of the Constitution:
The Constitution of the Afar National Regional State has come
into full force and effect as of the 16" day of February. 1998.

3. Effective Date:
This Proclamation shall enter into foce as of the 16™ day
ofFebruary 1998

Done at Semera this day of 16™ 1998
Ismail Ali Sero
President of the Afar National Regional State.

12671 21 o
Negarit G.P.O.. Box 40
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CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

Nomenclature of the Regional State
This constitution establishes the democratic Afar Nation
Regional State structure. Accordingly the regional gover
ment to be established shall be known as thc Afar Nation
Regional State

Article 2

Afar Region’s Territorial Jurisdiotion .
. To the North-east----Eritrea
To the North-west----Tigray
To the South-west---Amhara Region

To the South-------- Oromia
To the South-east---Ethiopian Somali*
To the east--------- Djibouti

Article 3

Afar National Regional State Flag
The Afar National Regional State shall have its own flag anc
emblem. The particulars shall be determined by law.

Article 4
National Anthem

The Afar Regional State shall have its own natmnal anthem
The particulars shall be determind by law.

Article 5 ;

Languages

Ambaric shall be the prowsmnal working language of the
Regional State.

Atrticle 6

Seat of Regional State

Semera shall be the capital town of the Regional State.

Article 7
Gender Reference

Provisions of this constitution set out-in the masculine
gender shall also apply to the feminine gender.

CHAPTER 'I‘WO
Fundamental Pnnc1ples of the constitution

Atrticle 8
Supremacy of the people

1. All supreme power of the Afar National Reg10na1 State
resides in the people of Afar. ‘ :
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2. Their supremacy shall be expressed through their electe
representatives and  through their direct democratic  pai
ticipation.

Article 9
Supremacy of the Constitution

Without prejudice to the supremacy of the constiution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia:

1. This constituion is the supreme law of the Regional state,

Any law, customary practice or a decision of an organ of
state or public official which contravenes this constitution
shall be of no effect.

2. All residents of the region, organs of state, political
organizations, other associations as well as their officials
have the duty to ensure observance of the constitution and to
obéy it. 5

3. It is prohibited to assume state power in any manner other
than provided under this constitution. ‘

Article 10

Human and Democratic Rights
. Human rights and freedoms, emanating from the nature of
mankind, are inviolable and inalienable.
2. Human and democratic fights of citizens and peoples shall be
respected.

Article 11
Separation of State and Religion

1. State and religion are separate

2. There shall be no state religion

3. The state shall not interfere in religious matters and religion
shall not interrfere in state affairs.

Atrticle 12
Conduct and Accountability of Government

1. The conduct of affairs of government shall be transparent.
2. In case of loss of cconfidence, the people may recall an elected

representative. '

The particulars of recall shall be determined by law.
3. Any public official or an elected representative is accountable

for any failure in official duties.

CHAPTER THREE
Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
Article 13
Scope of Application and Interpretation
1. All legislative, executive and judicial organs at all levels of the
National Regional State shall have the responsibility and
dutyto respect and enforce the provisions of this chapter.
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2.. The fundamental rights and freedoms specified in this
chapter shall be interpreted in a manner conforming to the

principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

International Covenants on Human Rights and inter-
national instruments adopted by Ethiopia.

PART ONE

Article 14
Afar People’s National Rights

Pursuant to the provisions of the constituion of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, the people of Afar have an
unconditional right to self-determination, including the right
secession. Accordingly, the people of Afar shall have the
rights;

1. To express, to develop and to promote their culture,
preserve their identify history and heritages, and to use
and develop their on language.

2. To exercise a full measure of self government within their
own regional territorial jurisdiction 2nd to make proper,
just, effective, free and fair participation in the central
government.

3. In accordance with the right provided for self govern-
ment, the people of Afar shall have the right to establish
institutions of government in their territory and shall
havgQquitable representation in state and federa] govern-
ments. :

4. Exercise the right of self determination up to secession as
provided for in he FDRE Constitution when convinced
that rights listed in paragraphs 1-3 of this Article are
suspended, infringed or violated beyond correction. -

5. The right of self-determiantion, including secession, of
every Nation, Nationality and People shall come into
effect:

(a) Whenademand for secession has been approved by
a two-third majority -of the members of the
Legislative Council of the Nation, Natlonahty or
People concernesd;

(b) When the Federal Government has organized a
referendum which must take place within three
years from the time. it received the concerned
council decision for secession;

(c) When the demand for secession is supported by a
majority vote in the referendum;

(d) When the Federal Government will have trans-
ferred its powers to the council of Nation,
Nationality or people who has voted to secede; and

(e) When the division of assets is effected in a manner
prescribed by law.
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2. The fundamental rights and freedoms specified in this
chapter shall be interpreted in a manner conforming to the
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
International Covenants on Human Rights and inter-
national instruments adopted by Ethiopia.

PART ONE

Article 14
Afar People’s National Rights

Pursuant to the provisions of the constituion of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, the people of Afar have an
unconditional right to self-determination, including the right
secession. Accordingly, the people of Afar shall have the
rights;

1. To express, to develop and to promote their culture,
preserve their identify history and heritages, and to use
and develop their on language. -

2. Toexercise a full measure of self government within their
own regional territorial jurisdiction 2nd to make proper,
just, effective, free and fair participation in the central
government.

3. In accordance with the right provided for self govern-
ment, the people of Afar shall have the right to establish
institutions of government in their territory and shall
havgquitable representation in state and federal govern-
ments. ;

4. Exercise the right of self determination up to secession as
provided for in he FDRE Constitution when convinced
that rights listed in paragraphs 1-3 of this Article are
suspended, infringed or violated beyond correction. _

5. The right of self-determiantion, including secession, of
every Nation, Nationality and People shall come into
effect:

(a) When ademand for secession has been approved by
a two-third majority -of the members of the
Legislative Council of the Nation, Nationality or
People concernes; : e

(b) When the Federal Government has organized a
referendum which must take place within three
years from the time it received the concerned
council decision for secession;

(c) When the demand for secession is supporte"d by a
majority vote in the referendum;

(d) When the Federal Government will have trans-
ferred its powers to the council of Nation,
Nationality or people who has voted to secede; and

(e) When the division of assets is effected in a manner
prescribed by law.
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6. A*‘Nation, Nationality or People’’ for the purpose of this
Constitution, is a group of people who have or share a
large measure of a common culture or similar customs,
mutual intelligibility of language, belief in a common or
related identities, a common psychological make-up, and
who inhabit an identifiable, predominantly contiguous
territory.

PART TWO
Human Rights

Article 15

Right to life, security of Person and Liberty .
Every person has the inviolable and inalienable right to life,
the security of person and liberty.

Article 16
Right to Iife

Every person has the right to life. No person may be deprived
of his life except as a punishment for a serious criminal
offence determined by law.

Article 17
The Right of the Security of Person

Every one has the right to protectionAagainst bodily harm.

Article 18

Right to Liberty
1. No person shall be deprived of liberty except on such
grounds and in accordance with procedures established
by law.
2. No person may be subjected to arbitrary arrest, and no
person may be detained without a charge or conviction
against him.

Article 19

Prohibition Against Inhuman Treatment

1. Everyone has the right to protection against cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

2. No one shall be held in slavery or servitude. Trafficking
in human beings for whatever purpose is prohibited.

3. No one shall be required to perform, forced or compul-
sory labour.

4. For the purpose of sub-Article 3 of this Article the phrase

““forced or compulsory labour’’ shall not include:

(a) Any work or service normally required of a persor
who is under detention in consequence of a lawfu
order, or of a person during conditional release from
such detention;

In the case of conscientious objectors, any service
exacted in lieuof compulsory military service;

(b)
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(c) Any service exacted in cases of emergency or
calamity threatening the life or well-being of the
community;

(d) Any economic and social development Aactivity
voluntarily performed by a community within its
locality.

Article 20

Rights’ of Persons Arrested

Persons arrested have the right to be informed promptly,
in a lunguage they understand, of the reasons for their
arrest and of any change against them.

Persons arrested have the right to remain silent. Upon
arrest, they have the right to be informed promptly, in a
language they understand, that any statement they make
may be used as evidence against them in court.

Persons arrested have the right to be brought before a
court within 48 hours of their arrest. Such time shall not
include the time reasonably required for the journey from
the place of arrest to the court. On appearing before-a
court, they have the right to be given prompt and specific
explanation of the reasons for their arrest due to the
alleged crime committed.

All persons have an inalienable right to petition the court
to order their physcial release where the arresting police
officer or the law enforcer fails to bring them before a
court within the prescribed time and to provide reasons
for their arrest . Where the interest of justice requires, The
court may order the arrested person to remain in custody
or, when requested, remand him for a time strictly
required to carry out Ithe necessary ivnestigation. In
determining the additional time necessary for inves-
tigation, the c‘ourt shall ensure that the responsible law
enforcement authorities carry out the investigation res-
pecting the arrested person’s right to a speedy trial. ~ /

Persons arrest shall not be compelled to make confes-
sions or admissions which could be used in evidence
against them. Any evidence obtained under coercion
shall not be admissible.

Persons arrested have the right to be released on bail . In
exceptional circumstances prescribed-by law, the court
may deny bail or demand adequate guarantee for the
conditional release of the arrested person.

Article 21

Rights of Persons Accused

Accused persons have the right to a public trial by an
ordinary court of law within a reasonable time after
having been charged. The court may hear cases in a
closed session only with a view to protecting the right to
privacy of the parties concerned, public morals and
national security.

Accused persons have the right to be informed with
sufficient particulars of the charge brought against them
and to be given the charge in writing.
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3. During proceedings accused persons have the right (o be
presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law and

not to be compelled to.testify.against themselves.
4. Accused persons have the right to full access to any

evidence presented against ‘them, to examine witness
testifying against them, to,adduce or to have evidence
produced in thetr own defem,e and to obtaln the atte nchnce
court. {45
5. Accused persons have the right to be represented by legal

counsel of their choice, and if they do not have sufticient
means to pay for it and mlscarrlage of j ]ustlc:e would result,
to be provided with legal représentation at state expense.

6. All persons have the right of appeal to the competent court
against an order or a judgment of the LOUI'[ whxch nrst heard
the case.

7. They have ‘the right to request for the’ dssistance of an
interpreter at state expense where the conrt proceedings are
conducted in a language they do not understand.

., Aricle 22 _
The R:ghrs of Persons Held in Custody &nd '
' Convicted Persons )

1. All persons held in custody and persons 1mprlsoned upon
conviction and sentencing have the right to treatments
respecting their human dignity.

2. All persons shall have the opportunity to communicate
with, and to be visitéd by their spouses or partners, close
relatives, friends, religious counc1110rs melcal dOL,tOlh and
their legal counsel :

_ - Article 23 _
Non-retroactivity of Criminal Law = -, =

1. No one shall be held. guilty of any. criminal offence on
account of any act or omission which d1d not constltute a
criminal offence at the time when it was committed. Nor
shall a heavier penalty be imposed on any person other than
the oné that was. applicable at the time when the criminal
offence was committed. :

2. Notwithstanding the, provmons of sub Article 1 of this
Article, a law promulgated subsequent to the commission
of the offence shall apply if:it is advantageous to, the
accused or convicted person. ,

A Article24 . . .
Prohibition of Double Penalty (J’eopardy)
Non Person shall be liable to be tried or punished again for an
*offence for which he has already been finally convicted or
acquitted in accordance with criminal law procedures or other
relevant laws.

ALY

o Article 25 g
Rtght of Honour and Reputanon
'1.  Everyone has the right to respect for his human dlgmty,
~ reputation and honour., -,

2. Everyone has the right to the free dexelopment of his
~ personality in a manner compatible with the r1ghts ot other
citizens. an
3. Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as‘a

human person. e

Article 26 S K
Right to Equality 'l A
All persons are equal before law and are éntitled’ Wuhout any
discrimination to the equal protection of the !aw‘ Inthis respect,
the law shall guarantee to all persons equal and cffective
protection without discrimination on grounds 01 race. nation,
nationality, or other social ongm colour, seX, language,
religion, political or other ‘opinion, property ‘birth or other

status. 4 AT : -
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Article 27
Right to Privacy

1. Everyone has the right to privacy. This right shall includ
the right not to be subjected 'to searches of his homt
person or property, or the seizure of any property unde
his personal possession. '

Everyone has the right to the inviolability of his notes an

' Lorrcspondence including postal letters,

1)

and com
munications made by means of telephone, tclcwm
munications and electronic devices.

3. Public officials shall respect and protect ihese rights. Ni
restrictions may be placed on the enjoyment of sucl
rights except in compelling circumstances and in accor
dance with specific laws whose purposes shall be th
safeguarding of national security or public peace, the
preventioh of crimes or the protection of health, publi
morality or the rights and freedoms of others.

' Aticle 28
Freedom of Religion, Belief and Opinion

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion. This right shall include the freedom to holc
or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and the
freedom, either individually or in community with
others, and in public or private, to mainfest his religion o
belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.

2.  Without prejudice to the provisions of sub - Article 2 of
Article 94, the faithfuls may establish institutions of
religio’us education and administrations in - order tc
propagate and organize thelr religion.

3. No one shall be subject to coercion or other means which
would restrict or prevent his freedom to hold a belief of
his choice.

4. Parents and legal guardians have the right to bring up
their children ensuring their religious and moral
education in conforming with-their own convictions."

5. Freedom to express or manifest one’s religion or belief
may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed
by law and are necessary to protect safety, peace, health,
education, public morality, or the fundamental rights and
freedoms of others, and to ensure the independence of the
state from religion.

Article 29
Crimes Against Humanity

Criminal liability of persons who commit crimes against

" ‘humanity, so defined by international agreements ratitied by

Ethiopia and by other laws of Ethiopia, such as genocide,
summary executions, forcible disappearances or torture shall

" not be barred by stature of limitation. Such offenses may not
‘be commuted by amnesty or pardon of the legrshture or any

other state organ.
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PART THREE
DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

Atrticle 30
Right of Thought, opinion and Expression

Everyone has the right to hold opinions without inter-
ference.
Everyone has the right to freedom of expression without
any interference.This right shall include freedom to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds,
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print,,
in.the form of art, or through any media of his choice.
Freedom of the press and other mass media and freedom
of artistic creativity is guaranteed. Freedom of the press
shall specifically include the following elements:

(a) Prohibiton of any form of censorship

(b) Access to information of public interest. e -
In the interest of the free ifow of information, ideas and
opinions which are essential to the functioning of a
democratic order, the.press shall, as an institution, enjoy
legal protection to ensure its opertional independence
and its capacity to entertain diverse opinions,
any media financed by or under the control of the state
shall be operated in a manner cnsuring its capacity to
entertain diversity in the experssion of opinion.
These rights can be limited only through laws which are
guided by the principle that freedom of expression and
information cannot be limited on account of the content
ot effect of he pont of view expressed. Legal limitations
can be laid down in order to protect the well-being ot the
youth, and the honour and reputation of individuals. Any
propaganda for war as well as the public expression of
opinion - intended to injure human dignity shall be
prohibited by law.
any citizen who violates any legal limitations on the
exercise of these rights may be held liable under the law.

Article 3]
The Right of Assembly, Demonstration and Petition

Everyone has the right to assemble and to demonstrate
together with others 'peacebly and unarmed, and to
petition. Appropriate regulations may be made in the
i:ierest of public convenience reiating to the location of
open-air mectings and the route of movement of clcn_ions-
trators or, for the protection of democratic ri ghls. public
morality and peace during such a meeting or demons-
tration.

This right does not exempt from liability under laws
enacted to protect' the well being of the youth or the
honour and reputation of individuals, and ‘the laws
prohibiting any propaganda for war and -any public
expression of opinions intended to injure human dignity.
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Article 32
Right or Freedom of Association
Every person has the right to freedom of association for any
cause or purpose. Organizations formed, in violation of
appropriate laws, or to illegally subvert the constitutional
order, or which promote such activities are prohibited. '

Article 33
Freedom of Movement
Any native of the region or any other lawful resident of region
has the right to liberty of movement within the region and
freedom to choose his residence, as well as the freedom to
leave the country at any time he wishes to.

Article 34
Rights of Natives of Other Regions

1. Ethiopians who are natives of other regions shall have all

righe to live, work, freely move from place to place, and

to acquire and possess wealth, like any other native of this
region.

Any Ethiopian who is a native of another region and who
does not understand the working language of this rcgion
shall have the right to be elected or assigned to work in
government or public positions.

Article 35
Marital, Personal and Family rights

1. Men and women, without any distinction as to race,
nation, nationality or religion, who have attained
marriageable age as defined by law, have the right to
marry and found a family. They have equal rights while
entring into, during marriage and at the time of divorce.
Laws shall be enacted to ensure the protection of rights
and interests of children at the time of divorce.

Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full
consent of the intending spouses.

The family is the natural and fundamental unit of society
and entitled to protection by society and the state.

In accordance with provisions to be specified by law, a
law giving recognition to marriage concluded under
systems of religious or custorﬁary laws may be enacted.
this constitution shall not preclude the adjudication of
disputes relating to personal and family laws in accor-
dance with religious or customary laws, with the consent
of the parties to the dispute. Particulars shall be deter-
mined by law.

Article 36
RIGHTS OF WOMEN

I Women shall, in the enjoyment of rights and protcctions
provided for by this constitution, have equal right with
" men. : Al
Women have equal rights with men in. marriage as
prescribed by this constitution.
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The historical legacy of inequality and discrimination
suffered by women in Ethiopia taken into account,
women. in order to, remedy this legacy, are entitled to
affirmative mczisures.__The purpose of such measures
shall be to provide special attention to women so as to
cnable them compete and participate on the basis of
equality with men in pOlllILd] social and economic life as
well as in public and private msmutlons
The government shall enforce the right of women' to
Llammatc the influences of harmful puu_tm, des
customs and practices that 0pp1 ess or LausL bodily hdrm
or mental harm to women are prohlblted
(a) ‘Women have the nqht to matermty leave with full
pay. The duration of maternity leave shall be
: determlned by law taking into aacount the nature of
the work, the health of the mother and the well being
of the child and family.
(b) maternity Ie'we may, in du.ordancc “with the
provision of the Taw, include prenatal IBaVL with full
Pay.
Women have the right to full consultation in the
formation of national development policies, the dswmnc
and execution of plOJec,ts and particularly in the case of
projects affecting the interests women. ‘
Women have the right to acquire, administer, control, use
and transfer property. In particular, they have equal rights
with men with respect to use, transfer, administration and
control of land. They shall also equal treatment in the
inheritance of property, , '
Women shall have a right to equahty in cmpioyment
promotion, pay, and the transfer of pension entitlements.
to prevent harm arising from pregnancy and child birth
and in order to safeouard their health, women have the
right of access to family planning education, infor matlon
and capacity.

Article 37
Rights of Children

Every child has the right:

(a) Tolife '

(b) To a name and nationality;

(¢) To know and be cared for his or her parents or legal
guardians;

(d) Notto be subject to exploitative practices, neither to
be required nor permitted to perform work which

may be hazardous or harmful to his or her
education, health or well being;

(e} To be free ot corporal punishment or cruel and
inhumane treatment in schools and other institutions
responsible for the care of children.

In all actions concerning children undertaken by public

and private welfare institutions, courts of law, adminis-

trative authorities or legislative bodies, the primary
consideration shall be the best interests of the child.

Juveniles offenders admitted to corrective or

rehabilitative institutions, and juveniles who become

wards of the state or who are placed in publm or private
orphanages, shall be kept separately from adults."

Children born out of wedlock shall have the same rights

as children born of wedlock.
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The state shall accord special protection to orphans an

shall. encourage the establishment of institutions whic

- ensure and promote their adoption and advance thei

wellare, and education.

Article 38
Right of aceess to Justice
Everyone has the right o bring a justifiable matter to, an

- o obtain a decision or judgment by, a court of ldW oran;

othr competent body with judicial power.

The decision or judgment referred to under sub-Article

of this Article man also be sought by: '

(a)  Any association representing the collective or in
dividual interest of its members; or

(b) Any group or persomwho is a member ofl. o
represents a group with similar interests.

Article 39
The Rwht to Vote and to be Elected

Eyery national, wnthQut any discrimination based ot

colour, race. nation, nationality, sex, language, religion

political or other opinion or other status, has the following
rights: i :

(a) Totake partin the conduct of public atfairs. dircetly
and through freely chosen representatives; ..

(b) On the attainment of: 18 years of age, (o vole i

‘ accordance with the law;

(¢) Tovoteand to be elected at periodic elections to any
office at any level of government, elections shall b
by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by
secret ballot, guaranteeing the free expression o
the will of the electors. o

The right of everyone to be a member of his own will in

political organization, labour union, trade organization

or employers’ or professional association shall be respec
ted if he or she meets the special and general requirement
stipulated by such organization.

Elections to positions of r esponsibility within any of th

organizations referred to under sub - Article 2 of thi

Article shall be conducted in a free and democrati

manner. o

_The provisioins ofi sub - Artlclcs 2 and 3 of this Articl

shall apply to civic OI'SZ(II’IILEII'.IOH'\ which significant];

affect public interest.

Article 40
Right to Private Property

Every national or resident of the region has the right t
the ownership of private property. Unless prescribe
otherwise by law on account of public interest. this ri’gh
shall include the right to hcquirc, to use and in a4 manne
compatible with the rights of other nationals or citizens
to dispose of such property by ‘;ale or bequcst or t
transfer it otherwise.
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**Private property’’, for the puurpose of this Article. shall
mean any tangible or intangible product which has value
and is produced by the labour. creativity. cnlerprise or
capital of a national of the region or of associations which
enjoy legal personality, or in appropriate circumstances, by
communities specifically empowered by law 1o own
property in common.

The right to ownership of rural and urban land. as well as of
all natural resources, is exclusively vested in the state and in
the people. Land is a common property of the people of the
regional state and shall not be subject to sale or to other
means of exchange.

Peasant farmers of the region have right to obtain land
without payment and the protection against eviction from
their possession.
The implementation of this provision shall be specified by
law.

Pastoralists of the region have the right to free land for
grazing and coultivation as well as the right not to be
displaced from their own lands. The implementation shallb
e specified by law. (This Article may be modified as
necessary based on regional considerations.)

Without prejudice to the right of the people to the
ownership of land the regional state shall ensure the right of
private investors to the use of land on the basis of payment
arrangements established by law. Particulars shall be
determined by law. ‘

Every person shall have the full right to the immovable
property he builds and to the permanent improvements he
brings about on the land by his labour or capital. This right
shall include the right to alienate, to bequeath, and where
the right of use expires, to remove his property, transfer his
title, or claim compensation for it. Particulars shall be
determined by law.

Without prejudice to the right to private property, the
government may expropriate private property for public
purposes subject to payment in advance of compensation
commensurate to the value of the propety.

Artile 41

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Every national of the Region or any Ethiopian desiring to
reside in the region has the right to engage Ircly in
economic activity and to pursue a livelihood of his choice
any where within the Region.
Every resident of the region has the right to choose a means
of livelihood, occupation and profession.
All residents of the Region have the right to equal access to
publicly-funded social services.
The Regioinal state has the obligation to allocate ever
increasing resouraces to provide to the public social
services like education, health and others.
The Regional state shall, within available means. allocate
resources to provide rehabilitation and assistanc to the
physically and mentally disabled, the aged. and 1o children
who are left without parents and guardian.
The Regional State shall pursuc policies which aim to
expand job opportunities for the unemployed and the poor
and shall accordingly undertake programmes and public
works projects. ‘
The Regional State shall undertake all measures necessry to
broaden opportunities for residents of the Region to find
gainful employment.
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The peasant farmers of the Region have the right to
receive fair prices for their products, that would lead to
improvement in their conditions of life and to enable
them to obtain an equitable share of the national wealth
commensurate with their contribution. This objective
shall guide the Regional State in the formulation of
economic, social and development policies.

The Regional state has the responsibility to protect and
preserve historical and cultural legacies and to contribute
to the promotion of the arts.

Artile 42
Rights of Labout :

(a) Factory and sercvice workers, farmers, farm
labourers, other rural workers and government
employees whose work compatibility allows for it
and who are below a certain level of responsibility,
have the right to form associations to improve their
conditions of employment and economic well
being. This right includes the right to form trade
unions and other associations to bargain collectively
with employers or other organizations that affect
their interests. :

(b) Categories of persons referred to inparagraph (a) of
this sub-Article have the right to express grievances,
including the right to strike.

(c) Governemnt employees who enjoy the rignts
provided under paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
subArticle shall be determined by law.

(d) Women workers have the right to equal pay for
equal work.

Workers have the right to reasonable limitation of

working hours. to rest, to leisure, to periodic leaves with

pay. to remuneration for public holidays as well as
healthy and safe work ennivronment.

Without prejudice to the rights recognized under sub-

Article 1 of this Article, laws enacted for the implemen-

tation of  such rights shall establish procedures for the

formation of trade unions and for the regulation of the
collective bargaining process.

Article 43
The Right to Development

Residents and natives of the Region have the right to
improved living standards and to sustainable develop-
ment.
Residents and natives of the Region have the right to
participate in national development and, in particular, be
consulted with respect to policies and projects affecting
their community.
The paramount aim of development activities shall be to
enhance the capacity of residents or natives of the Region
for development and to meet their basic needs.

Atrticle 44

Environmental Rights

All residents or natives of the Region have the right to
clean and healthy environment.
All persons who have been displaced or whost
livelhoods have been adversely affected as a result of th
programmes of the regional state have the right K
commensurate monetary or alternative means of compen
sation, including relocation with adequate governmen
assistance.
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PART FOUR
REGIONAL SATES STRUCTURE
AND POWR SHARING

Article 45
The Region’s Administrative Hierarchies

The Regional State shall comprise zones, woredas and
kebeles. Nevertheless, the Region’s house of the people
has the authority to structure other administrative hierar-
chies and determine their powers and functions.

The nationalities of the Region shall have special
representation in the wordas or other hierarchies.

Article 46
Structure of the Organs of the Regional State

The Region’s House of the People is the legislative body
of the Regional State. It is the highest organ of Regional
State authority and is responsible to the people of the
Regional State.

The Region’s executive committee is the supreme
legislative body of the Region and is responsible to the
Region's House of the People. :

The judical powers of the Regional State is vested in its
courts.

Article 47

Powrs and Functions of Regional States
All powers and functiions not given expressly by the
constitutionof the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopian outside those given to the Federal Government
are reserved for the Regional State.
Accordingly, the regioinal State Shall:
2.1 Formulate and execute economic, social and de-
velopment policies, strategies and plans of the
region; '
Enact and execute the constitution of the Region
State and other laws;
Administer land and other natural resources in
accordance with federal laws;
Establish a regional State administration that best
advances self-government, a democratic order
based on the rule of law; and protect and defend the
Federal constitution;
Levy agricultural and other taxes on revenue
sources reserved to the regional state, draws up
budget and administers it. :
Enact and enforce laws on the regioanl state’s civil
sercvice and their condition of work; and in the
implementationof this responsibility it shall ensure
that educational training and experience
requirements for any job, title or position ap-
proximate to national standards are maintained;
Establish and administer a regional state polcie
force, and maintain public order and peace witin the
state; :
Grant pardon in accoardance with conditions and
procedures established by law; ’
Levy and collect income taxes from employees of
organizations within the state;
2.10 Determine and collect benefits
utilization;
Levy and collect agricultural icome taxes,

2.2

s

24

2.9

2.6

2.7

2.8

29

from land
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PART FOUR
REGIONAL SATES STRUCTURE
AND POWR SHARING

Article 45
The Region’s Administrative Hierarchies

The Regional State shall comprise zones, woredas an
kebeles. Nevertheless, the Region’s house of the peopl
has the authority to structure other administrative hiera
chies and determine their powers and functions.

The nationalities of the Region shall have speci:
representation in the wordas or other hierarchies.

Article 46
Structure of the Organs of the Regional State

The Region’s House of the People is the legislative body
of the Regional State. It is the highest organ of Regiona
State authority and is responsible to the people of the
Regional State.

The Region’s executive committee is the supreme
legislative body of the Region and is responsible to the
Region’s House of the People. ‘

The judical powers of the Regional State is vested in its
courts.

Atrticle 47

Powrs and Functions of Regional States
All powers and functiions not given expressly by the
constitutionof the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopian outside those given to the Federal Government
are reserved for the Regional State.
Accordingly, the regioinal State Shall:
2.1 Formulate and execute economic, social and de-
velopment policies, strategies and plans of the
region;
Enact and execute the constitution of the Region
State and other laws;
2.3 Administer land and other natural resources in
accordance with federal laws;
Establish a regional State administration that best
advances self-government, a democratic order
based on the rule of law; and protect and defend the
Federal constitution;
Levy agricultural and other taxes on revenue
sources reserved to the regional state, draws up
budget and administers it.
Enact and enforce laws on the regioanl state’s civil
sercvice and their condition of work; and in the
implementationof this responsibility it shall ensure
that educational training and experience
requirements for any job, title or position ap-
proximate to national standards are maintained,
Establish and administer a regional state polcie
force, and maintain public order and peace witin the
state;
Grant pardon in accoardance with conditions and
procedures established by law;
Levy and collect income taxes from employees of
organizations within the state;
2.10 Determine and collect benefits
utilization;
Levy and collect agricultural icome taxes,

2.2

24

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

from land
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2.12 Levy and collect income taxes and duties on

revenue soures reserved to the region including

private land ownership and other properties; it
shall levy and collect rents from revenue sources
like houses and other properties within the state;

Levy and collect income, agricultural and sales

taxes as well as taxes from business profits from

organizations within the state;

2.14 'The Federal and REgional Governments shall:

1. jointly levy and collect profit income and
sales excise taxes on enterprises they jointly
establish;

2. jointly levy and collect taxes on profits of
corporations and on dividends paid to
shareholders;

3. jointly levy and collect taxes on incomes
derived from large scale mining, petroleum
and gas operatiosn as well as royalties;

Fix and collect license fees and service changes

to be rendered by the organs of the Regional

Government; :

Fix and collect royalities on income derived trom

forestry activities;

Proclaim a state of emergency in the Region to

arrest a deteriorating security situation that is

likely to endanger the constitutional order and
that goes out of the grip (control) of law
enforceemnt agencies in the ordinary course of
events or tackle natural catastrophes or prevent
epidemics of a wide magnitude that jeopardize
the well being or the health of the people;

Issues regulations which help implement policy
proclamations and directives of the Reglonal

7.13

2.15

2.16

2.17

2.18

State.
CHAPER FIVE
Regional House of the People
Article 48

The Regional State’s House of the People
Members of the House of the People of the Regional
State shall be elected by the people for a term of five years
on the basis of universal suffrage and by direct, free and
fair elections held by secret ballot.

Members of the House of the People of the Regiona
State shall be elected from candidates in each electora
districit by a plurality of the vootes cast. The particular
shall be determined by a law.

Members of the regional House of the People ar
representatives of the regional population as a whol
They are governed by:

(a) the constitution;

(b) the will of the people; and

(c) their conscience

No member of the House may be prosecuted on accot
of any vote he casts or opinion he expresses in the Hou
nor shall any administrative action be taken against ¢
member on such grounds.

No member of the House may be arrested or prosecu
without the permission of the House except in the cas:
flagrante delict
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6 A member of the House may, in accordance with law lose
his mandate of representation upon loss of confidence by
the electorate.

Article 49

Powers and Functions of thé Region’s House of the People
The House of People of the Region shall have legislative
power in matters assinged to it by this constitution.
Subject to the relevant provisions of the federal cons-
titution, it shall be the supreme political organ of the
Region with full powers in the affairs of the Region.
Without prejudice to the generality of sub-Articles (1)
and (2) of this Article, the House shall, in part1cular have
the following powers and duties:

1.

3.1

3.2

33

3.4

35

to enact laws consistent with this constitution, the
Federal consitution and other federal legislation’s;
to establish other administrative structures ontthe
basis of the number of population, area and soci-
economic activities;

to negotiate and approve agreements entered into
between the Region and other Regional States;

to elect the president, vice—president and secretary
of the Region;

to establish the judical organs of the Region and

. ZOnes;

3.6

37

3.8

39

3.10

3.11

312

3.13

3.14

3.15

to establish the auditing and inspection organs of
the Region;
to issue directivs oon the malntenance of peace and

security of the Region and to organize the Regional

Police and security forces;
to deliberate upon and approve the social and
economic development pfogrammes of the
Regional Government; 2 :
to enact laws on matter pertaining to the revenue of
the Region and approve the Regional budget;
to establsh institutions of social and economic
development;
to appoint:
1. The chief and vice-chief justice of the
supreme court of the Region;
2. The auditor-general of the Region
to levy taxes and duties on revenue sources
allocated to the Region;
to enact laws on the conditions of work and

administration of civil service employees in the -

Region

to proclaim a state of emergency in accordance
with Article 47 (2.17) of this constitution;

to enact laws and regulations as are necessary to
implement the federal and regional constitutions
as well as proclamations and other legislations:

Article 50

A Political party that is the majority in the Region’s House of
the People shall form the executive and lead it.

’
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Atrticle 51
‘Meetings of the House, Duration of its Term

1. The presence of more than half of the members of the
House constitutes a quorum.

2. The Region’s House of the People shall meet at least
twice in a year.

3. Members of the Region’s House of the People shall be
elected for a term of five years. Elections for a new House
hall be concluded on month prior to the expiry of the term
of the House.

4 The chairman of the House may call a meeting of the
House when the House is not regular session. The
chairmanis also obliged to call a meeting of the House at
the request of more than one half of the members.

5. Meetings of the House shall be public. The House may,
however, hold a closed meeting at the request of House
members or the regional executive if such a request is
supported by a decision of more than one-half of the
membrs:

Article 52
Decisions and Rules of Procedure of the House

1 Unless otherwise provided in the constitution, all de-
cisions of the House shall be by a majority vote of the
members present.

2. The House shall adopt rules and procedures regarding the
organization of its work and of its legislative process.

CHAPTER SIX
The executive

Article 53
The Powers of the Executive

1 The highest executive powers of the Afar National
Regional State are vested in the executive committee and
president of the regional state.

2. The executive committee and the regional president are
responsible to the Region’s House of the People. In the
exercise of state functions, members of the executive
committee are collectively responsible for all decisions Q
they make as a body.

3. Unless otherwise provided in this constitution the term of
office of the president of the Regional State is for the
duration of the mandate of the Region’s Hosue of the
People.

Artile 54
The Executive Committee

1. The Executive Committee comprise the president, vice-
President and the secreta ry of the Regional State as well
as other members elected from among members of the
council of the Region.

2. The chairman of the Executive Committee shall be the
president.

3. The Executive Committee shall assume responsibility to
the House of the Peopel in all matters concerning the
discharge of its duties.

Artile 55
Powers and Duties of the Executive Committee

Without prejudice to the provisions of the federal cons-
titution, the Executive Committee shall have the following
powers and duties:
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1. toensure the proper implementtion of laws and decisions ¢

the federal state and those of the House of the People,

to determine the structural set up of the Executive commit

tee and other organs of the Regional State and to overse

and guide their activities;

3. toinitiate and prepare the annual bugdet for submission t
the House of the people and upon approval by the latter, t
implement the same;

4. to devise economic and social policies and strategies and

upon approval by the House of the People, implement the

same;

to ensure observance of law and order in the Region;

to issue regulations and directives;

7. todischarge other functions as may be assinged to it by the
House of the People.

(o]

e

Article 56

Appointment of the Regional President
The President of the Regional State shall be elected by the
House of the People from among its members.

Article 57
Powers and Duties of the Regioinal Presidnet

1. The President shall be the chief Executive of the Regional
State and the Chairman of the Executive Committee. He is
responsible to the Hosue of the Peopel and the Executive
Committee.

2. He leads the Executive Committee, coordinates its ac-
tivities and represents the House of the Peopel and the
Executive Committee. He also presides over the meetings
of the House of the People.

3. He exercises overall supervision over the implementation
of polices, regulations and directives adopted as well as
decisions passed by the executive committee;

4. He selects and submites nominees for the positions of chief
and vice-chief justices of the state supreme court and
Auditor-General of the state for approval by the Council of
the Region.

5. He submits the names of heads of high economic, social and
adminisitrative establishments oror bureaus of the Regions
as well as nominees for positions other than those
specifeied under sub-Article 4 of this Article of the
executive committee for appointment.

6. He shall exercise overall supervision and guidance over the
funcitions of the security services and the police forces of
the Region in the enforcement of law and order.

7. He coordinates, supervises and leads the functions of
organs of administration of the Region.

Article 58
Concerning the vice-presidnet

1. The vice-president of the region shall:

(a) carry out responsibilities entrusted to him by the
presidnet and the executive committee; and
(b) act on behalf of the president in his absence.

2. He shall responsible to the President and the Executive
Committee.

Article 59
The secretary

As member of the Executive Committee, the secretary of the .

Regional State Shall.—

1. organize the office of the Regional state; ‘

2. serve as a custodian of all the documents of the Regional
State; ;

3. ensure the proper handling of minutes of the Executive
committee and those of the Regional administration.

4. direct and guide the functions of the office of the Regional
State and; :
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discharge such other functions as may be assigned to him
by the president and the Executive Committee.

Article 60
Establishment of Economic,

Social and Administrative Organs of the region

There shall be established bureaus, commissions and
other organs to coordinate, guide and discharge the
economic, social and administrative functions of the
regional governmnet;

Bureaus, commissions and other organs of the Regional
Government shall be accountable to the President and the
Executive Committee. The particulars shall be deter-
mined by law.

CHAPTER SEVEN
STURCTURE AND JUDICIAL POWERS
OF THE COURTS

Article 61
Establishment of an Independent Judiciary

An independent judiciary is established in this Region by
this Constitution.

Special or ad hoc courts which take judicial powers away
from the regular courts or institutions legally em-
poweredm to exercise judicial functions and which do
not follow legally prescribed procedures shall not be
established.

Article 62
Religious and Customary Tribunals

This Constitution shall be no bar to the submission of
disputes between individuals on family and religious
matters before religious or customary tribunals when the
parties agree to submit to the jurisdiction of these organs.
Details shall be determined by law.

Article 63
Judicial Powers

Judicial powers at the Regional State level are vested in

the courts.

Courts of any level shall be free from any interference of

influence of any governmental body. government offictal

or from any other source.

Judges shall exercise their functions in full independence

and shall not be removed except by the law.

No judge shall be removed from his duties before he

reaches the retirement age determined by law except

under the following conditions:

(a) when the Judicial Administration Council decides
to remove him for violation of disciplinary rules or
on grounds of gross incompetence or inefficiency;
or

(b) when the Judicial Administration Council decides
that a judge can no longer carry out his respon-
sibilities on account of illness; and

(c) when the decisions of the Judicial Administration
council are approved by the council of the Region.

The retirement of judges may not be extended beyond the

retirement age determined by law.

The Supreme court of the Regional State shall draw ug

and submit to the House of the People for approval the

budget of the regional courts, and upon approval
administer the budget.
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. Article .64
Jurisdiction of Courts

The judicial organs of the Region shall be the Regional
State Supreme Court, the high court of Zonal Adminis-
tration and the District Courts.

The State Supreme Court:

(a) shall have the highest and final power of j unsd:cuon
over regional state matters;

(b) may exercise federal high court _]unsdlctmns;

(c) shall have the authority to review by “way of
causation a final decision of any regional court to
correct a fundamental error of law. ;

In addition to such powers as may be vested in them by

law, high courts may exercise federal first-instance court

jurisdictions. ;

Decisions of high courts of zonal adrmmstratlon in

pursuance of federal first-instance jurisdictions shall be

apealable to the State Supreme Court.

Decisions of the State Supreme Court in pursuance of

federal High Court Jurisdictions may be appealable to the

federal Supreme Court.

Expenses incurred by Regional State Courts in the

exercise of delegated federal jurisdictions shall be borne

by the federal government. Jpves

Article 65
Appointment of Judges

The president and vice-president of the Regional
Supreme Court shall, upon the recommendation by the
president of the Regional State, be appointed by the
House of the People. :

The Region’s Supreme Court, high court and woreda
court judges shall, upon recommendation by the
Region’s Judicial Administration Council, be appointed
by the House of the People. The Regional State’s Judicial
Administration Council, before submitting nominations
to the House of the People, has the responsibility to solicit
and obtain the views of the Region’s judicial Adminis-
tration Council on the nominees and to foreword those
views along with its recommendations. If the Region’s
Judicial Administration Council does not submit its
views within three months, the House of the People may
grant the appointments.

Article 66
Members of the Regional Commission for Judicial
Administration

Members of the Regional Commission for Judicial

Administration, who are nominated by the president and

submitted by the Executive Committee of the Region and

elected by a majority vote of the House of the People

comprise the following:

(a) one judge from the state supreme court;

(b) two judges from the zonal high court;

(c) arepresentative of the regional bar association;

(d) three representatives of the House of the People;

(e) three persons rcpresentmg the different sections of
the society;

(f) the regional attorney general and the commissioner
of the regional police force;

(g) three judges from the woreda court.
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2. The premdent of the Supreme Court shall be the chairman

e

of the Council.
Article 67
The Regional Council of Constitutional Inquiry

A Regional Council of Constitutional Inquiry is hereby

established.

The Council of constitutional Inquu‘y shall have eleven

members. Its membership comprises of:

(a) The chief justice of the Regional Supreme Court

~ who shall serve as its chairman,;

(b) The Chief Vice Justice of the Regional Supreme
Court who shall serve as its vice-chairman;

(c) Six lawyers who shall be appointed by the House of
the People on. nominations submitted by the
President of the regional state on the basis of their
professional excellence and moral standing;

(d) Three persons represented by the House of the
People from among its members

Article 68
Interpretation of the Constitution

Disputes that may ensue with respect to the interpretation
of the provisions of this constitution shall, at the.first
instance, be heard by the Regional Council of Cons-
titutional Inquiry. _

The deliberation of the Regional Council of Cons-
titutional Inquiry shall be submitted to the House of the
People for approval.

Article 69
Powers and Duties of the Regional Council of
Constitutional Inguiry

The Regional ,Council of Constitutional Inquiry shall
have powers to deliberate upon constitutional issues. But
only when its deliberations are confirmed by the House
of the People shall they become final.
If shall deliberate upon petitions submitted to it by a court
or party to a dispute on matters pertaining to the
contravention of this constitution by laws or directives
issued by the House of the People, zonal or district
administrations, and submit its findings to the House of
the People for approval.

When issues of the constitutional interpretation arise in

courts, it shall follow the following procedures:

(a) where it finds no reason for constitutional inter-
pretation, it shall remand the case to the concerned
court. However, a party not satisfied with the order
issued by the Council of Constitutional Inquiry may
appeal to the House of the Region.

(b) where it finds a reason for constitutional inter-
pretation, it shall examine the case and submit its
findings to the House of the People for final
decision.

CHAPTER EIGHT
Zonal Administrations
Article 70
Structures of Zonal Administrations
A zone is an administrative unit next to the Regional
State comprising a defined number of district.
A zonal administration may not have its own council.
A zonal administration shall be responsible to the
executive committee of the Regional State.
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Members of a zonal administration shall be elected from
among the members of the Regional Administrative
Council.

. ~The Executive Committee shall elect and . submit

nominees for zonal administration to the Regional
Administration.

The chairman, vice-chairman and secretary of a zonal
administration shall, likewise, be selected by the ex-
ecutive committee and approved by the Regional Ad-
ministration.’ :
The number of zonal admlmstratwns in the Regional
state, the demarcation of their territorial jurisdiction and
the number of their executive committee members shall
be determined by the Regional Administration.

Article 71
Powers and Duties of a Zonal Executive Committee

A zonal executive committee shall be the executive organ
of a zone.

Members of a zonal executive committee shall personally
and collectively direct, coordinate and supervise the
government functions of the zone.

A zonal executive committee is responsible to the
Region's Executive Committee.

A zon: executive committee shall direct, coordinate and
supervise the activities of the districts of the zone.

It shall implement the social services and economic
development programmes of the zone.

It shall draw up and submit its annual budget to the
executive commitiee of the Region and, upon approval,

implement the same.

It shall ensure the proper protection and preservition of
the histerical and cultural heritages as well as the natural
resources of the zone.

It shall submit periodic reports on the activities . of the
zonal administration to the executive committee of the
region through its chairman.

It shall ensure the proper implementation of policies,
laws, directives and decisions made by thc Council or
Executive committee of the Regional State.

‘' Article 72 .
Powers and Duties of the Chairman of the Executive .
Comimittee of a Zonal Administration

the chairman of the executive committee of the zonal
administration shall be the head.of the z{onal admiiis-

tration,
In his capacity as the chief executive of the zone, he shali

have direct relations with the Executive Commiittee of the
Region.

He shall represent the executive cunsuittee of the zone
and guide its activities.

He shall convene, pns:de on and coordinate cxecutxve
committee meetings of the zone.

He shall oversee and coordinate the activities of the

- various government institutions and departments of the

zone.
He shall direct and oversee the zonal security and police
forces in the enforcement of law and order.

He shall submit periodic reports on zonal functions to the
executive committees of the zone and region.

He shall discharge such other functions as may be
assigned to him by the execunve Committee of the
Regional State.

-~ .
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Article 73 -
Powers and Duties of the Vice-Chairman of the Executive
Committee of a Zonal Administration

He shall act on behalf of the chairman in his absence. ;
He shall carry out such other functions as may be assigned to
him by the chairman of the executive committee of the zonal

administration. '

Article 74
Powers and Duties of the Secretary of the Executive
Committee of a Zonal Adnnmsb'aaon

He shall organize and direct the executive committee office of
the zonal administration ‘ '

He shall carry out such other functions as may be assigned to
him by the chairman of the excecutive committee of the zonal
administration.

CHAPTER NINE
District Council Structure and Powers
Artile 75
Structure of District Council

A district council shall have the following organs:

1.

2.

wn

A court comprising the representatives of the people in each
kebele;

An executive committee elected from among the members of
the Woreda Administration Council;

Judicial organs to be established in accordance with this
constitution; :

Office of the districat attorney;

_A district security and police force; and
"Government offices for social services and economic develop-

ment,

" Atticle 76
General Powers and Duties of a District
..or Administration.

A district administration shall have all the powers required to
formulate and enforce policies on social service and economic
development programmes as well as to implement policies,
laws and directives issued by the Regional State.

Without prejudice to a self administration it may exercise in the
administrative affairs and development of the area under its
jurisdiction, a district administrative council shall be subor-
dinate to the Regional State ang a zonal administration.

Article 77
Election of Members of a District Council

Members of a district council shall be elected by the residents
of each kebele in the district on the basis of direct and free
elections and they shall be responsible to their electorate, the
executive committee of their respective zonal administtations
and through the latter to the executive committee of the
Regional State.

Article 78

Powers and Duties of a District Council -
It shall administer all primary schools in the district;
It shall administer intermediate public health establishments;
It shall construct and maintain lower level feeder roads in the
rural areas;.
It shall preserve and admxmsler basic agncultural serwces and
natural resources;
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5. It shall levy and collect land use taxes, agricultural
productstgale taxes, and similar other taxes in the district;

6. It shall deliberate upon and approve plans and programmes
with regard to social services, economic development and
public administration of the district;

7. Itshall mobilize the populations for development activities;
8. Ifshall elect its own chairman, vice-chairman and secretary
as well as other members of the executive committee;

9. 1If shall issue its own internal regulations and administrative

directives;
10. It shall utilize revenues other than those that fall within the
domain of the regional State and draw up its budget; and
11. It shall issue directives to ensure peace and security in the
district. ;

Article 79
Meeting and Tenure of a-
District Cotngcil

1. The presence of more than half of the members of a district
council shall constitute a quorum.
A district council shall meet every three months.
3. The tenure of a district council shall be two years. New

elections shall be held prior to the expiry of the tenure of a

previous council.

o

Atrticle 80
Powers and Duties of the Executive
.Committee of a District Administration Council
1. Members of the executive committee of a district council
shall be elected from among the members of the district

council.
2. A district executive committee shall be the executive organ

J of the district

3. It shall be responsible to the dlStrlCt council and the higher
bodies of the zonal administration.

4. Members of a district executive committee shall personally
and collectively direct the activities of government agen-
cies in the district.

5. It shall implement the policies, laws, directives, plans and
programmes of the Federal and Regional States.

6. It shall protect, preserve and develop the natural resurces of
the district.

7. It shall maintain peace and secunty in the district as well as
coordinate and direct the district police force.

8. It shall preserve the heritages of the district. :

9. It shall discharge such other functions as may be ass:gned
to it by the district council.

10. It shall draw up programmes for social services, economic
development and administration of district and submit the
same to the district council for approval. *

Article 81
Powers and Duties of the Chairman of the
District Executive Committee
The charman of the district executive committee shall b
responsible to the district council and higher bodies of th
administration and shall:
l. represent the district administration
2. preside over the meetings of the district councrl and i
executive committee
3. ensure the proper observance and |mplememat|on (
policies, laws and administrative directives as well as plai
and programmes of the Federal State'and of the Af
National Regional State.
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It “shall t{?vy and collect land use taxes, agricultural
products™Sale taxes, and similar other taxes in the district;

It shall deliberate upon and approve plans and programmes
with regard to social services, economic developmem and
public administration of the district;

It shall mobilize the populations for developmientactivities;

If shall elect its own chairman, vice-chairman and secretary
as well as other members of the executive committee;

If shall issue its own internal regulations and administrative
directives;

. It shall utilize revenues other than those that fall within the

domain of the regional State and draw up its budget; and

. It shall issue directives to ensure peace and security in the

district.

Article 79
Meeting and Tenure of a
District Cobngil
The presence of more than half of the members of a district
council shall constitute a quorum.
A district council shall meet every three months.
The tenure of a district council shall be two years: New
elections shall be held prior to the explry of the tenure of a-
previous council.

~ Article 80
Powers and Duties of the Executive

.Committee of a District Administration Council '
Members of the executive committee of a district council
shall be elected from among the members of the district
council.
A district executive committee shall be the executive organ
of the district
It shall be responsible to the dlstrnct council and the higher
bodies of the zonal administration.
Members of a district executive committee shall personally
and collectively direct the activities of government agen-
cies in the district.
It shall implement the policies, laws, directives, plans and
programmes of the Federal and Regional States.
It shall protect, preserve and develop the natural resurces of
the district.
It shall maintain peace and secunty in the district as well as
coordinate and direct the district police force.
It shall preserve the heritages of the district,
It shall discharge such other functions as may be ass:gned
to it by the district council.

It shall draw up programmes for social services, economic -

development and administration of district and submit the

same to the district council for approval.’

Article 81 :
Powers and Duties of the Chairman of the
District Executive Committee

The charman of the district executive committee shall be
responsible to the district council and higher bodies of the
administration and shall: "

k:
2

3

represent the district administration

preside over the meetings of the district counc:i ‘and its
executive committee

ensure the proper observance and 1mp]ementat10n of
policies, laws and administrative directives as well as plans
and programmes of the Federal State:and of the Afar
National Regional State.

W
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‘Submit periodic reports on the activities of the district to tf
executive committee and the council of the district as we
as to the higher organs of the administration.

Direct and supervise the activities of the different organs ¢
the district executive committee.

-~ oversee and supervise the task of drawing up social servic

and economic development programmes of the district:

carry out such other functions as may be assigned to him by
the district council.

Article 82
Powers and Duties of the Vice - Chairman
of the District Administrative Council
He shall act on behalf of the chairman in his absence.
He shall carry out such other funcitons as may be assigned
to him by the chairman and executive committee of the
district administration.

Article 83
Powers and Duties of the Secretary of
a District Admiistrative Council
The secretary of the district or woreda council who is also a
member of the executive committee of the Council shall-
Organize and direct the office of the district council *
serve as a custodian of all the doucuments of the district
council f
ensure the proper handling of minutes of the executive
committee meetings of the district council.
direct all secretarial functions
carry out such other functions as may be assi gned to him by
the executive committee.

Article 84 - .
District Judicial Organ

Without prejudice to the constitution of the central (federal)
constitution and to this constitution, the judicial organ of a
district council shall be the lowest court of the Regional State
exercising first instance jurisdiction in state matters.

CHAPTER TEN
Kebele Administration

Article 85

Structure
A kebele Administration shall comprise an assembly; an
executive committee, social, economic and security organs
as well as a social court.
Members of a kebele assembly shall be elected by the
residents of each kebele on the basis of direct and free
elections. They shall be responsible to their electorate, to
the executive committee of the district and that of the
district council.

Article 86

Powers and Duties of a Kebele Assembly .
It shall implement programmes and directives of the
district. '
It shall formulate and implement land tenure programmes
in its locality without contravening directives issued by
higher councils and executive committees in the adminis-
tration.
It shall elect members of its own executive committee to
manage the administrative business of the lociality and
shall further appoint a chairman and vice - chairman.
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It shall formulate detailed programmes of action on the
proper implementation of social, economic and adminis-
trative directives issued to it by higher organs in the
administration. It shall also initiate any other progr amme
that may benefit residents of the Kebele.

It shall mobilize the population for population for socio-
economic development activities.

It shall approve nominations of judges of social courts
submitted to it by the Kebele executive committee.:

It shall determine the duties of the.executive committee
and other committees

Article 87

| Meeting and Tenure of a keble Assembly (council)

The prresence of more than half of the members of a
kebele assembly shall constitute a quorum,

A kebele assembly shall meet every month.

The tenure of a kebele assembly shall be two yearb New
elections shall be held one month prior to the expiry of
the tenure of a previous assembly.

Article 88
Powers and Duties of kebele
Executive committee
As the executive committee of a kebele assembly is not a
standing organ, it formulates programmes and follows up
their implementation at periodic meetings.
Members of the executive committee of a kebele,
including the chairman, shall be elected from among the
members of the assembly.
It is an organ for the grass-root implementation of laws
enacted by higher bodies in the administration.
It shall be responsible to the kebele assembly and the
executive committee of the district council. »
Its members shall discharge their functions personally
and collectively. ;
It shall implement its own development programmes
upon approval by the kebele assembly.,
It shall supervise the proper implementation. of social
service programmes in the kebele.
It shall conduct activities for the protection, preservatlon
and development of natural resources.
It shall, likewise,  preserve historical and  cultural
heritages in the locality and further forward suggestions
for their utilization to higher orgns in the administration..
It shall maintain peace and seéui'ity in the locality. |

Article 89 o
Powers and Duties of the Chairman of
a kebele Administration

He shall be responsible to the executive committe of the
kebele and the district council.
He shall be the one in charge of the day -to- -day
administration of the kebele.
He shall preside over the meetings of the executive
committee and te kebele assembly.
He shall ensure the proper observance and implemen-
tation of policies, laws and directives of higher organs.
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5. He shall submit periodic rports on his activities to the
executive committee and the assembly of the kebele as
well as the executive committee of the destrict council.

6. He shall carry out such other functions as may be assigned
to him by the kebele assembly and the district council.

Article 90
Powes and Duties of the vice-chairman of a
kebele Administration | )
He shall act on behalf of the chairman in his absence. _
2. Heshall carry out such other functions as may be assigned
to him by the chairman and the executive committee of the
kebele admiistration.

—

Article 91
Powers and Duties ot a kebele social Court
1. this is an organ of the kebele ‘s social court system
It shall be elected by the kebele assemblly
3. The tenure of a kebele social court is same as that of the
kebele aseembly.

L

CHAPTER ELEVEN
REGIONAL POLICY PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES
Article 92

I. any organ of Govrnment shall, in the implementation of
the constitution, other laws and public policies, be guided
by the principles and objectives specified under this
chapter.

2. The term “‘Government’’ in this chapter shall mean the
government of the Regional State.

Article 93
Political Objectives
I. Guided by democratic principles, the government shall
promote and support the people’s self-rule at all levels.
2. The government shall respect the identity of nationalities
and peoples, and shall have the duty to strengthen ties of
equality, unity and fraternity among them. It shall
espeically focus on relatively more backward nationalities
and ensure their equality.

Article 94
Economic Objectives

I.  The government shall have the duty to formulate policies
which ensure that all residents of the region can benefit
from the country’s legacy of intellectual and material
resources.

2. The government has the duty to ensure that all tcudc,nls of
the Region get equal opportunity to improve their
economic conditions and to promote equitable dis-
tribution of wealth among them.

3. The government shall provide spcual assistance to
nationalities who are relatively more backward.

4, The government shall take measures to avert natural and
man-made disasters, and in the event of disasters, to
provide timely assistance to the victims.

5. The government has the duty to hold, on behalf of the
people, land and other natural resources and to deploy
them for their common benefit and development.

6. The government shall at all times promote the par-
ticipation of the people in the formulation of national
development policies and programmes: it shall also have
the duty to support the initiatives of the people in their
development efforts.

D a5, A Lo R iy |
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The government has tocreate favorable conditions for
ensuring a speedy development by coordinating the people’s
physical, intellectual and financial resources. It has to play a
major role in mobilizing the regional population for economic
development. Accordingly, the people shall not only formulate *
policies and programmes but also to execute and assess them.
The government shall ensure the participation of women in
equality with men in all economic and social deve]opmem
endeavors.
The government shall endeavor to protect and promote the
health, welfare and living standards of the workmg population
of the region.

Article 95

Social Objectives

To the extent that the country’s and the region’s resources
permit, policies shall aim to provide all residents of the
Region access to public health and education, clean water,
housing and social security. _
Education shall be provided in a manner that is free from
any religious influence, political partisanship or cultural
prejudices.

Article 96

Cultural Objectives

The government and all residents of the Region shall have
the duty to protect the country’s natural endowment,
historical sites and objects.
The government shall have the duty, to the extent its
resources permit, to support the development of the arts,
science and technology.
The government shall have the duty to support, on the ba51s
of equality, the growth and enrichment of cultures and
traditions that are compatible with fundamental rights,
human dignity, democratic ideals and the democratic
constitution.

Article 97

Environmental Objectives
The government shall endeavor to ensure that all residents
of the Region live in a clean and healthy environment.
The design and implementation of programmes and projects
of development shall not damage or destroy the environ-
ment.
People have the right to full consultation and to the
expression of views in the planning and implementation of
environmental policies and projects that affect them direc-
tly.
The government and the regional population shall have the
duty to protect the environment.
CHAPTER TWELVE
Miscellaneous Provisions
Article 98
The Region’s Auditor-General

The Region’s Auditor-General shall, upon the recommen-
dation of the president of the Region, be appointed by the
House of the People.
The auditor-general shall audit and inspect the accounts of
regional state institutions and other agencies and ensure that
expenditures are properly made for activities carried out
during the fiscal year and in accordance with the approved
allocations, and submit his reports there on to the Region’s
House of the People.
The auditor-géneral shall draw up and submit for approval
to the House of the People the annual budget of his office.
The details of functions of the Region’s Auditor-General
shall be determined by law.
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CRYPO R Article 99
V=101 DACTATRA : Amendment of the Constitution
CILY V103N L PT A ATA CTLT AT SR LN The provisions of this constitution shall be amended only
?"'I?l"f;l',? VA PIPRC (Ll ORT he S hOAT (L0L when a proposal for constitutional amendment is supported by
Y@z a three-fourths majority vote inthe House of the People.

BERHANENA SELAM PRINTING ENTER PRISE

ACTIS QAT “P 101 P LCeT
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